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See MESSAGE, page 3

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

bout June 1, my travel around the state for meetings and 
church functions began to pick up again as businesses and 
churches were opening up more and more during this pan-

demic. It felt good to get around to congregations, in big places 
and small. 

I’ve been struck by this: God is faithful. He loves us! He is provid-
ing for us amid the pandemic and the social unrest all around us. 
He is keeping us in the faith that firmly trusts Him.

And why should I be surprised! God loves to bless His people; 
He even provides for those who don’t know or care about Him. 
He continues to assure us of His love and forgiveness, seen in the 
saving work accomplished by His Son, Jesus Christ. He continues 
to provide for our physical needs, too.

His Word is true: 
Know that the Lord, he is God! It is He who made us, and we are 

God’s faithfulness … and yours
his; we are his people, and the sheep 
of his pasture. — Ps. 100:3

His Word is true: 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want. — Ps. 23:1

And you, God’s precious “sheep” in the 
South Dakota District, have responded 
to His gracious care by continuing to 
worship him with your fellow sheep, 
by serving your neighbor and by giving 
gifts in support of Word and Sacrament 
ministry that your congregations are 
doing. Thank you for your faithfulness! 

Your congregations, in turn, have 
continued to support the work we do 
together in our church and district with 
your prayers and gifts. This means that 
we — 107 congregations together — are 
able to support, without any interrup-
tion, the Gospel work of Rev. Andrew 
Utecht, our missionary on the Rosebud 
Reservation, and the work of Rev. Al-
bert Sutton, our missionary on the Pine 
Ridge Reservation.

Through your generous support, we are 
able to support, without interruption, 
the ministry to the deaf carried out by 
Rev. Matthew Nix; and the ministry to 
our college students at South Dakota 
State University, led by Rev. Micah 
Bauer and the members of Mount 
Calvary Lutheran Church, Brookings; 
and the ministry to the students at the 

LC
M

S/
Er

ik
 M

. L
un

sf
or

d



2 / SOUTH DAKOTA

DISTRICT NEWS

Call Information
ACCEPTED
▶  Rev. Dr. Brian Mosemann, candidate, 

Mequon, Wis., accepted the call of 
pastor from Immanuel/St. Paul/First 
English/Bethesda, Menno/Scotland/
Parker/Marion, Aug. 12

PENDING
▶  Rev. Kevin Moore, Hope, Brewster, 

VACANCIES
▶  Aberdeen, St. Paul (assistant pastor)

▶  Aurora, First English
▶  Hill City/Custer, Our Savior’s/Our Redeemer
▶  Bethesda, Hot Springs
▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Onida/Blunt/Harrold, 

 Holy Cross/Trinity/Immanuel
▶  Sioux Falls, Faith (associate pastor)

▶  Sisseton/Waubay, Emmanuel/Zion
▶  White, Zion
▶  Winner/Hamill/Reliance, Christ/Zion/Trinity

On Aug. 16, Zion, Mitchell, commemorat-
ed the 10th ordination anniversary of its 
senior pastor, Rev. Thomas Brown, while 
also bidding him farewell. Pastor Brown ac-
cepted the call to serve as pastor of St. Paul, 
Spearfish, and was installed on Aug. 23. 

Pastor Brown had served as senior pastor 
of Zion since 2014, following four years as 
its associate pastor.

Above, clergy present for Pastor Brown’s 
installation at St. Paul were, from left, Revs. 
Terry Naasz, Randy Sturzenbecher, Bob 
Gardner, Ken Schmidt, Scott Sailer, Don 
McKillop, Thomas Brown, Joshua Jones, 
Glenn Schultz, John Fries, Brad Lessman, 
Christopher McCarthy and Bryan Meadows.

Pastor Brown and his wife, Lucy, are pictured with their family following 
the ordination celebration at Zion, Mitchell; from left, David, Jackson, Zeke, 
Anna, Lydia, Olivia, Naomi and Mary. The Zion congregation presented 
Lucy with a floral arrangement in thanks for all of her support over years 
the Browns have served Zion.

Congratulations
Pastor Brown!

Wash., received a call of pastor from 
Holy Cross/Trinity/Immanuel,  
Onidea/Blunt/Harrold, Aug. 18

 DECLINED
▶  Rev. Dan Deardoff, Blessed  

Redeemer, Brandon, declined the  
call of pastor from Holy Cross,  
St. Cloud, Minn., Aug. 20
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University of South Dakota, through 
the ministry of Rev. Paul Albers and the 
members of Concordia Lutheran Church, 
Vermillion.

Midway through our fiscal year, despite 
the pandemic and the suspension of 
in-person worship in many of our con-
gregations for much of March, April and 
May, congregational mission offerings to 
the district were just $1,000 behind last 
year’s offerings, and that’s out of a need 
for about $500,000 over six months to 
support the work we do together! God’s 
faithfulness has led to you being faithful 
in supporting the Lord’s work. Again, 
thank you! 

There is one change 
that all of you need 
to know about in 
how the district 
provides services 
to the church 
workers, congre-
gations and schools 
in South Dakota: 
beginning Aug. 1, 
Rev. Darren Olson, 
district executive secretary, experienced 
a change in his important position. The 
Board of Directors is allowing Pastor 
Olson to serve half-time as a theology 
teacher at Sioux Falls Lutheran School 
(SFLS) this school year, at the school’s 
request. 

He is also serving as SFLS campus 
pastor, giving special attention to the 
unchurched students and their families. 
In so doing, Pastor Olson is doing a little 
groundwork on the district’s plans of 
planting a church in northern Lincoln 
County through SFLS’s marvelous new 
school building in southwest Sioux Falls.

Pastor Olson remains our executive sec-
retary. This means he is still the district’s 
point-man for education, outreach, the 
Lay Leadership Institute and much 
more. Please feel free to contact him at 
the district office for your ministry needs.

Your servant in Christ • Pastor Scott Sailer
“Not ashamed of the Gospel”  
Rom. 1:16; 16:25-27

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Rev. Darren  
Olson

The dual parish of Our Savior, Madison, and St, John, Howard, celebrated the 
confirmation of five students … praise be to God! In both photos, the confir-
mands are pictured with Rev. Clint Thorson.

Above, the St. John congregation recognized, from left,  Jaxson Beyer, Taiden 
Hoyer and Cody Eich on July 12.

Below, on July 19, Our Savior recognized Brooke Backus and Frederick Fedeer.

Blessings  
  in  
Madison, 
Howard

Send submissions for the  
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
▶  8605 Woodland Dr.  

Black Hawk, SD 57718

The deadline for the December issue is Oct. 15. 

Share your news with us!
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Patty Peters
LWML South Dakota 
District President

Patty’s
Ponderings

Autumn is a beautiful 
time of year in South 
Dakota. Green leaves 
mysteriously turn to 
gold, brown, orange, 
red and yellow. I can’t 
wait for the fresh, 
homegrown fruit and 
vegetables that in-
clude tomatoes, corn, 
cucumbers, apples, 
pears, pumpkins … 
and the list goes on. 
The farmers are taking in the har-
vest of soybeans and corn. Many 
of us enjoy that special day in Oc-
tober when we take to the fields 
to have a harvest of pheasants.

These are the physical fruits of 
someone’s labor, but we all know 
about the fruit of the Spirit as 
Paul writes about in Gal. 5:22-
23. They are love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. In Gal. 5:13-14, Paul 
writes:

For you were called to freedom, 

Serving in love

brothers. Only 
do not use your 
freedom as an 

opportunity for the 
flesh, but through 
love serve one an-
other. For the whole 
law is fulfilled in one 
word: “You shall love 
your neighbor as 
yourself.” 

We are to serve one 
another in love.

I know that people 
were kind to each other 
before COVID-19, 
but seeing so many 
acts of kindness since 
the pandemic hit us 
puts thankfulness 

in my heart. Many of you reach 
out through phone calls, emails, 
letters, Zoom meetings and other 
platforms. We are supporting our 
loved ones in senior-living homes. 
I saw drawings on sidewalks and 
teddy bears in windows to show 
love for our neighbors.

I pray that you will ask the Spirit 
to fill you with the fruit that 
comes with reading and studying 
the Word of God. May kindness 
fill your hearts and lead to actions 
to show the love of Jesus to your 
neighbors.

How have you set your eyes 
on Jesus during the pan-
demic? Did you write letters 
the old-fashioned way? Did 
you talk on the phone more? 
Or did you try something 
new like a Zoom meeting, 
a Facebook Messenger 
conversation or watching 
your congregation’s worship 
service on YouTube?

Even though we did not meet in person for part of 
this year, we still functioned as a society. Staying 
connected is part of history. It doesn’t matter how 
many are in your society. They add up to be a 
greater amount, just like the “Mighty Mites.” Gen-
erations will want to know what you did to contin-
ue to stay connected to Jesus and share with your 
fellow sisters in Christ during this trying time.

Just a reminder — your yearly history zone and 
society report is due by Nov. 1.

Here are ways to stay connected to national 
LWML:
▶ Call 1-800-252-5965 or visit lwml.org.
▶  Visit facebook.com/theLWML, Twitter.com/

theLWML and YouTube.com/theLWML.
▶ Visit blog.lwml.org
▶  Read Mustard Seed Devotions at lwml.org/

mustard-seed-devotions.

Stay connected to your district at sdlwml.org.

Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 
our faith. — Heb. 12:2 

Lurene Mogler Denke • District Archivist/Historian

‘Looking to Jesus’
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Reminder: 
Send in your mites!
Please remember to get your mite offerings to 
your treasurer as often as possible — even if 
we are not meeting on a regular basis, or not 
at all. 

With the COVID-19 pandemic affecting all of us, 
we are running behind in our mite offerings. 

Treasurers … please send in mites each month 
to me. Thank you! 

Donna Harr • Financial Secretary
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Rev. Clint O. 
Thorson
LWML District  
Counselor

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

O
ctober! What a month! 
The first Sunday is, of 
course, usually set aside for 

LWML Sunday as we gather 
our “Mighty Mites” to support 
missions around the world. 

Then at the end of the month, 
we celebrate the Reformation. 
These two occasions are per-
haps a little more related than 
it looks on the outside. 

Remember, Martin Luther 
broke off from the Roman 
Catholic Church for many and various 
good reasons, but one was the way 
that the Catholic Church handled good 
works. For the Catholics, good works 
were a necessity by which people got 
ever closer to heaven. 

In his study of Scripture, Lu-
ther came to see that God had 
no need for our good works. 
On the contrary, Christ had 
done all the work of salvation 
and gave it as a free gift to 
people like Luther, you, me 
and all who trust in Christ 
alone for that salvation. 

But Luther also knew 
that good works 
should not be 
forgotten. Luther 

knew that the good works of 
God’s chosen and redeemed 
people were more ways by 
which God provides for 
the earthly needs of His 
creation.

In Galatians 5, we learn that Christ 
freed us from sin and the requirements 
of the Law so that we would not trust in 
outward actions for our salvation, but 
rather use them in love for the good of 
our neighbor. Trusting in Christ alone 
and rooted in His salvation, we are free 
to work for the good of those around us. 
Thus enter our mites. 

These tiny little coins that don’t amount 
to much alone are exactly the kind of 
good works God wants us to share with 
those around us. Those small little 
coins sent overseas or across the street, 
and all the acts of Christian love — big 

or small — that you do daily are 
those good works by which God 

shares His love in the lives of 
your neighbors. 

Being rooted in Christ and in 
His salvation, we can gladly 

take up the work of the Ref-
ormation so others might 

have the same freedom 
in Christ alone. 

Rooted in the Reformation

The LWML South Dakota District Exec-
utive Committee (EC) is comprised of 10 
officers and counselors elected by the 
voting assembly at district convention. 
Along with Patty Peters, Faith, Sioux 
Falls (district president, page 4) and Rev. 
Clint Thorson, Our Savior, Madison, and 
St. John’s, Howard (pastoral counselor, 
above), the 2020–22 EC consists of:

Meet your Executive Committee
Susan 
Buxcel 
St. John’s, 
Yankton

VP of 
Christian 
Life 

Jan 
Larson 
Faith, 
Pierre

VP of 
Gospel 
Outreach 

Nyla  
Jurrens 
Zion, White

VP of  
Special 
Focus  
Ministries

Heather 
Miller 
Our Redeemer, 
Sioux Falls

Secretary

Melissa  
Brock 
Faith, 
Pierre

Treasurer

Donna 
Harr 
Faith, 
Sioux 
Falls

Financial 
Secretary

Rev. Daniel 
Grimmer 
Zion, 
Mitchell

Pastoral 
Counselor

Susan  
Swanson 
Zion,  
Chamberlain

VP of Christian 
Life 
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

P
astor Chris thought I had a life story worthy of printing 
here, but I disagree. You see, I wouldn’t even be here 
without four other lives intertwined with mine: our God, 

my mother, my grandmother and my Aunt Joyce. These three 
powerful mother figures through God’s power have helped 
mold me into the man I am today.

My mother, Jodi Ann Liebnow Songer, 
gave birth to me when she was 22. I was 
born Aug. 13, 1989 at Sioux Valley Hospi-
tal. I was diagnosed at birth with spastic 
cerebral palsy, which was caused by a lack 
of oxygen to the brain at birth. I was only 
1 pound, 3 ounces at birth. My family 
always knew I would be born disabled, 
and doctors offered the option of abor-
tion. For my family, however, abortion was 
never an option, for which I am eternally 
grateful.

I spent most of my childhood going to speech therapy to help 
me communicate. There were also surgeries and physical 
therapy to try to help improve my walking. Despite all these 
efforts, I still require a wheelchair for mobility, but my family 
has always remained a constant support.

When I was five, three events occurred that would change my 
life forever. The first was the birth of my sister, Brianna, on 
March 25, 1994 and then the arrival of another sister, Nikkita, 
on Feb. 18, 1998. My mom then married my father on June 
4, 1994. It was later decided by my parents and grandparents 
that since my grandparents had a bigger house, it would be 
best that my grandmother become my primary caregiver.

In my early educational years, I attended Buchanan Elemen-
tary School for kindergarten through fifth grade. I transferred 
to Wolsey-Wessington School District at the start of sixth 
grade and attended until I graduated in 2009. I received many 
blessings and honors at Wolsey, and was on the honor roll the 
entire time. I was the Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership repre-
sentative my sophomore year. I was selected by my school to 
participate in the South Dakota Boys State civics program my 
junior year. To my knowledge, I am the only person in my state 
with a disability to hold the title.

In 2009, I graduated Wolsey-Wessington 
with honors. Later that fall, I attended 
Dakota State University for a semester. I 
left because my physical needs could not 
be met. In 2010, I experienced the first 
of three deaths that would ultimately 
change my life forever. The first was of 
my mother, which happened on Sept. 26, 
2010 following a lifelong battle with dia-
betes. On May 11, 2012, my grandmother, 
Doris Liebnow, died from ovarian cancer 
after being my caregiver for 22 years. Finally, my grandfather, 
Herschel Liebnow, died of congestive heart failure on Aug. 22, 
2013.

I currently reside at Butler House, which is a part of the Center 
For Independence of Huron. I have my own apartment and my 

My life …  
according 
to God’s will

Dear friends,
Following is an article by guest author Blaine Liebnow, a 

dear friend and brother in Christ whom I am happy to intro-
duce to you. Blaine offers a story of faith in the midst of a 

disability and the value of family as God intended it to be. I 
pray you get to hear more from Blaine someday.  

For now, here is an introduction.

Your friend and fellow worker, 
Rev. Chris Navurskis • District Life Coordinator

Jodi Ann  
Liebnow

Doris Liebnow

Contined on next page

Blaine is pictured with his Aunt Joyce, who has provided Blaine 
with much support.
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own life after being mostly housebound 
for the first portion of my life. The staff 
is very loving, warm and nurturing, and 
also for the first time in my life, I have 
a girlfriend. I also do a lot of volunteer 
work in disability awareness.

The final woman I want to mention is 

my aunt, Joyce Shudak, who has not 
only taken on the role of emotional 
caregiver, but often that of mother. I 
know she never admits this, but she has 
surpassed even what my mother and 
grandmother did for me by being my 
advocate. She is the type of person who, 
no matter how busy she is, will take 
my phone calls and help me with any 
problem I have, even though she lives 
two hours away from me.

LIFE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6)

YOUTH MINISTRY  
ANNOUNCES 2022 
GATHERING THEME

fter months stuck at home due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Lutheran youth have something 

to look forward to in 2022. Planners of 
the next LCMS Youth Gathering — set 
for July 9–13, 2022, in Houston — have 
announced the theme: “In All Things,” 
based on Col. 1:15–20.

“Last January, we gathered 55 creative 
voices, including a group of Concordia 
University Texas students and Hous-
ton church workers,” said Rev. Derek 
Broten, associate director of LCMS 
Youth Ministry and Gathering program 
director. “After looking at Generation 
Z demographic studies, we facilitated 
a process of looking through Scripture 
to find a scriptural focus that would 

I hope that my story has shown that all 
life can be blessed and is precious to 
God. On a final note, I applied to Con-
cordia University Texas for online classes 
during the spring semester of 2021. 

I hope one day God will give me the 
opportunity to write something that 
will bring glory to Him. To all who may 
be reading this, I wish you a blessed day 
in our Lord Jesus Christ.

speak toward what this generation 
is encountering. We landed on the 
words of Paul in Col. 1:15–20, which 
highlight that Jesus is before all 
things, in all things and holds all 
things together.”

The Gathering’s 2022 Thematic 
Development document, written by 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Assis-
tant Professor Rev. Dr. Peter Nafzger, 
said these six verses were chosen 
because, in them, “Paul accomplishes 
two significant things. First, he unam-
biguously announces the supremacy 
of Christ as Lord and God. Second, 
he does this by outlining the major 
movements of the Christian story in a 
way that encompasses all things.”

LCMS Youth Ministry also debuted the 
2022 Gathering logo, which was creat-
ed by James Saleska, a graphic designer 
based in Frankenmuth, Mich.

The logo “is based on organic shapes 
that help convey the key messages of ‘In 
All Things.’ The colors are taken from 
the bright and beautiful Houston land-
scape and help remind the youth of the 
exciting and fun nature of the event,” 
Saleska said, noting that “these shapes 
are covered with a cross to demonstrate 
Christ’s preeminent nature.”

Despite the pandemic, LCMS Youth 
Ministry Director Rev. Dr. Mark 
Kiessling said the impact on the Gath-
ering has been minimal so far: “We 
delayed the release of the theme, and 
planners may have [otherwise] spent 
more time in Houston, but we will 
make up the time. We are in regular 
communication with our contacts in 
the city of Houston and those who work 
in the hospitality industry.”

The first resources for the Gathering — 
including the Thematic Development 
document, talking points and a media 
kit — are available at lcmsgathering.
com, and more information is coming 
soon.

Follow Gathering 
news and 
announcements at: 
v  facebook.com/lcmsgathering 

v  twitter.com/lcmsgathering 

v  instagram.com/lcmsgathering
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Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne 
(CTSFW), Ind., will host a Prayerfully Con-
sider Visit (PCV) on campus Oct. 15-17. This 
event is an opportunity for men and women 
considering a future vocation as a pastor or 
deaconess to explore what life is like as a stu-
dent at CTSFW. 

If you know anyone who may make an ex-

cellent pastor or deaconess, please share this 
information with them. Your encouragement 
is one of the tools God uses to call His future 
laborers into the harvest fields! 

For more information, go to ctsfw.edu/ 
ctsfw-events/prayerfully-consider-visit. You 
may also call 800-481-2155 or send an email 
to admission@ctsfw.edu.

CTSFW  
campus visit 
event is  
Oct. 15-17

On Aug. 16, four commissioned min-
isters were added to the staff of Sioux 
Falls Lutheran School (SFLS). One of 
them, Jacqualyn Berg, was commis-
sioned as a Lutheran teacher and is 
now serving her first call. She recently 
graduated from Concordia University, 
Nebraska. Jacqualyn will serve as a 
pre-school teacher. Her home congre-
gation is Blessed Redeemer, Brandon.

Also welcomed and installed to the 
SFLS staff were Rod Lenz, grades 6-12 
administrator; Susan Olson, fantastic 
5s (pre-kindergarten) director; and Liz 
Slavens, high school English teacher. 

The 2020-21 academic year marks 
the addition of grades 9-12 to the new 
school campus. Classes began Aug. 26.

To learn more about the school, visit 
siouxfallslutheran.com.

New to the staff of SFLS 
are, from left, Jacqualyn 
Berg, Liz Slavens, Susan 
Olson and Rod Lenz

Rev. Scott Sailer, district 
president, was happy 
to award Jacqualyn her 
Commissioned Minister of 
Religion certificate.

New teachers 
welcomed in 
Sioux Falls


